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Joint Efforts in Conservation and Development

The scenic beauty and scientific
value of the Phong Nha - Ke Bang
National Park can hardly be
matched by any other protected
area in South-East Asia. Located
about 500 km south of Hanoi, it is
truly an area of superlatives. As
part of a larger dissected plateau
that extends into Lao PDR, the
PNKB region belongs to the oldest
major karst area in South-East
Asia. It has been recognized as
one of the 200 most important
ecoregions of the world (WWF,
2000), with a high diversity of plant
and animal species, of which many
are endemic to this area.

It also has remarkable indigenous £ % Phong s Cave. The erruns
cultural value of ethnic minority — of the caveis called “Son" river.
sub-groups whose livelihoods are

still substantially dependent on natural resources.

To protect the outstanding scenery, the Vietnamese Government
established the Phong Nha - Ke Bang National Park in 2001. Two years
later, UNESCO recognized its outstanding geological features and
declared it a World Heritage Site.

However poaching and illegal logging threaten this pristine environment.
Therefore, the park has been identified as one of the priority areas for
protection in the ‘National Action Plan on Biodiversity’.

Various international organizations, such as the Cologne Zoo and the
Frankfurt Zoological Society (both from Germany), support Vietnamese
efforts to protect this nationally and internationally cherished heritage for
future generations.

With help from the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ), efforts are being made to address the need for
nature conservation and sustainable management of natural resources
in the region.
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Di san Thién nhién Thé gigi o me”

N6 lwc chung dé bao toén va phat trién

That khé d@é tim thdy nhitng canh
quan tuyét my va gia tri khoa hoc
ndi bat clia Vwon quéc gia Phong
Nha - K& Bang (VQG PNKB) & bat
ky khu bao tén nao khac trong khu
viec Dong Nam A. Nam cach Ha
Nbi khoang 500km vé phia Nam,
VQG PNKB thuc sy 1a mot diém
dén c6 nhiéu gia tri bac nhéat. La
mot phan cla cao nguyén da voéi bj
chia cét trai rong sang dén nwéc
ban Lao, VQG PNKB thudc khu
vuc karst cb nhat Bong Nam A.
Bay con la mét trong 200 khu sinh
thai quan trong nhét cla thé gioi
(WWEF, 2000) cé tinh da dang sinh
hoc cao véi nhiéu loai déng, thuc
vat dac hiru.

Noi day con 4n chira nhidu nét van Ctra vao dong Phong Nha. Sau khi chay ngam dusi
héa bén dia clia cdc nhom dan toc £ 410 2r0 srs i e g
thieu so ma doi song clia ho van “song Son".

con phy thudc nhiéu vao ngudn tai

nguyén thién nhién.

D& bao tdn ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién quy gia ctia khu vire nay, Chinh
phu Viét Nam da thanh 1ap VQG PNKB vao nam 2001. Hai nam sau do,
Vuén quéc gia dwgc UNESCO cong nhan la Di san Thién nhién Thé giéi
v6i nhitng d&c diém ndi troi vé dia chét va dia mao.

Tuy nhién, Di san Thién nhién nguyén so nay dang phai d6i mat véi tinh
trang san ban déng vat hoang da va khai thac gb trai phép. Chinh vi thé,
VQG da dwoc Chinh phi xac dinh la mét trong nhitng khu vire wu tién
can duoc bao vé trong “Ké hoach Hanh dong Quéc gia vé Pa dang sinh
hoc”. Cung déng gép vao nhitng nd lyc véi Chinh pha Viét Nam trong
viéc béo tén di san cé tdm quan trong quéc gia va quéc té nay la sw hd
tro clia cac t& chirc Dlrc nhw Vwdn thu Cologne va Hoi dong vat hoc
Frankfurt. Ngoai ra, B6 Hop tac Kinh t& va Phat trién Lién bang Dlrc

(BMZ) dang c6 nhitng déng gép quan trong trong viéc bdo tdn va quan

ly bén virng ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién khu vuc VQG.




